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Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the
reader look up and read that passage.

Introduction
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1st Reading — 2 Chronicles 24:18-22

The book of 2 Chronicles covers the same time period as 1&2 Kings. As is
the case with Samuel and Kings, the two books of Chronicles were originally one
book but appear as two in the Greed version of the Bible (the Septuagint) and this
division is maintained in the Vulgate and in later editions, including the Hebrew
Bible.

The inspired writer wes probably a Levite from Jerusalem, given his
respectful attention to the Temple and its institutions; he probably edited the text -
if one accepts Ezra and Nehemiah as the original authors as some have suggested
- after the death of those prophets and before the 3rd century B.C. since Sirach
takes it as read in the year 180 B.C.

Second Chronicles focuses on the history of Solomon and after the division
of the kingdom it concentrates on the kingdom of Judah and its kings (who are all
of the line of David). Finally, the book finishes with an account of the fall of
Jerusalem, exile to Babylon and the edict of Cyrus, king of Persia, allowing the

Jews to return to Israel.

18 They (.e., the king Joash and the princes of the kingdom) forsook the temple of
the LORD, the God of their fathers, and began to serve the sacred poles and the
idols; and because of this crime of theirs, wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem.

Joash was seven years old when he became the king of the kingdom of Judah, and
he reigned forty years in Jerusalem (2Chronicles 24:1). "Ashera" was the name of a
Canaanite goddess. In her honor wooden poles (asherot) were erected, just as stone
pillars (massebot) were erected in honor of the god Baal. Both were placed near

the altar in a Canaanite shrine (Commentary of NAB Exodus 34:13).

19 Although prophets were sent to them to convert them to the LORD, the people
would not listen to their warnings.

Joash did what was pleasing to the LORD as long as Jehoiada the priest lived (2
Chronicles 24:2). After the death of Jehoiada, the princes of Judah came and paid



homage to the king, and the king then listened to them (2 Chronicles 24:17).
20 Then the spirit of God possessed Zechariah, son of Jehoiada the priest. He took
his stand above the people and said to them: "God says, 'Why are you

transgressing the LORD'S commands, so that you cannot prosper? Because you
have abandoned the LORD, he has abandoned you."

This Zechariah is not Zechariah the prophet.

21 But they conspired against him, and at the king's order they stoned him to
death in the court of the LORD'S temple.

Here the Lord's temple is the Temple in Jerusalem.
22 Thus King Joash was unmindful of the devotion shown him by Jehoiada,
Zechariah's father, and slew his son. And as he was dying, he said, "May the LORD

see and avenge."
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2nd Reading - Romans 5:1-5

The Letter to the Romans is the only writing of Paul's which is addressed
to a church(congregation) which he did not establish. It does not answer questions
posed by the congregation or even provide a summary of Christian doctrine. Rather,
it presents his missionary reflections on the possibilityof salvation now offered to
all men, vice only the Jews, in the Good News of Christ Jesus. Paul realizes that
man's justification and salvation depend not on the “deeds of the law” but on faith
in Christ Jesus, the Son whom the Father's love did not spare (as compared to
Isaac). Through faith man shares in the effects of the plan of salvation conceived

by the Father and brought to realization in the death and resurrection of Jesus.



Today we hear hm allude to the theological virtues of faith, hope, and

charity love.

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,

Paul spends Romans 1:16 through 4:25 establishing that the justification of human
beings is through faith in Christ Jesus. He is now beginning to discuss the Christian
experience in itself. Before moving on, it might be important to define justification.
It is the process by which a sinner is made righteous, pure and holy before God.
Justification in the Catholic tradition comes about by means of faith in Christ, and
in a life of good works liven in loving response to God's invitation to believe.
Against classical Lutheran doctrine, Catholic faith holds that faith without good
works is not sufficient to merit justification, for good works show one's willingness
to cooperate with the initiatives of grace. What is necessary for salvation is a faith
that represents itself both externally through acts and internally through faith. “A
person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone” (James 2:24). One does
not earn a place in heaven by doing good works rather than by the grace of God
which is the Pelagian heresy which was condemned at the Council of Ephesus in
A.D. 431. The biggest difference in the understanding of justification between the
Catholic and the Protestant is that the Catholic takes the word to mean the lifelong
process which the Christian undergoes - a process that starts with faith and is
lived out. The protestant, on the other hand, takes justification to be God's external
pronouncement that the sinner is regarded as righteous in His sight, thus marking
the beginning of the Christian life. It is faith that sustains the Protestant after this

beginning.

“Let no one say to himself: ‘If [justification] is from faith, how is it freely given: If
faith merits it, which it not rather paied than given? Let the faithful man not say
such a thing: for, if he says ‘I have faith, therefore I merit justification,” he will be
answered: ‘What have you that you did not receive? If, therefore, faith entreats and
receives justification, according as God has apportioned to each in the measure of
his faith, nothing of human merit precedes the grace of God, but grace itself merits
increase, and the increase merits perfection, with the will accompanying but not
leading, following along but not going in advance.” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (A.D.
417), Letter to Paulinius of Nola 186,3,10].



we have peace with God

The first effect of justification is peace. Reconciliation replaces estrangement.
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection we are made children of
God. Through the Eucharist, the resurrected Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of
Christ, we join in the family meal and share in the resurrection.

2 through whom we have gained access (by faith) to this grace in which we stand,

Faith is the introduction to the life of justification. Notice that to this point we have

been addressing the first theological virtue, faith.

and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

The second effect of our justification is hope, the second theological virtue.

3 Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions,

Divine favor, as the basis of Christian hope, is mighty enough to give confidence
even in the face of hardships that might tend to separate human beings from
Christ's love (see Romans 8:35).

knowing that affliction produces endurance,

“Consider how great the things to come are, when we can rejoice even at things
which appear to be distressful. ... Sufferings are in themselves a good thing, insofar
as they prepare for endurance.” [Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 391), Homilies on the

Epistle to the Romans 9].

4 and endurance, proven character, and proven character, hope, 5 and hope does
not disappoint,



The hope of God's glory is not an illusion; it is founded on God's love for human
beings. The Christian will never be embarrassed by a disappointed hope; human
hope can deceive but not that which is of God (see Psalm 25:19-22).

because the love of God

Not our love of God, but God's love of us.

has been poured out into our hearts through the holy Spirit that has been given to
us.

The gift of Holy Spirit is not only the proof but also the medium of the outpouring.

Gospel - Matthew 10:17-22
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17 But beware of people, for they will hand you over to courts and scourge you in

their synagogues,
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18 and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake as a witness before
them and the pagans.
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19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what
you are to say. You will be given at that moment what you are to say. 20 For it

will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
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21 9 Brother will hand over brother to death, and the father his child; children will
rise up against parents and have them put to death.
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22 You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures to the end

will be saved.
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