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	Liturgy  12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1

Acts 12:1-11
Reading II

Timothy 4:6-8,17-18
Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, 'Who do people say the Son of man is? 14 And they said, 'Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 15 'But you,' he said, 'who do you say I am? 16 Then Simon Peter spoke up and said, 'You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 Jesus replied, 'Simon son of Jonah, you are a blessed man! Because it was no human agency that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my community. And the gates of the underworld can never overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven: whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Catechism    http://www.catholicity.com/catechism/prologue.html
God is Love
God revealed himself as "abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness" (Ex 34:6). Israel thanked God for this steadfast love and faithfulness (Ps 138:2). John says "God is love" (1 Jn 1:5, 4:8).
God's Motive is Love
Through the prophets, Israel discovered that love was God's only motive in revealing himself (Isa 43: 1-7, Hos 2). God's love is as a father's love. His love is stronger than a mother's love for her children or a bridegroom's love for the bride. Even when the world sinned, "God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son" (Jn 3:16). God's love is "everlasting" and will never be removed (Isa 54:8). "I have continued my faithfulness to you"(Jer 31:3). John reveals God's innermost secret, "God is love" (1 Jn 4:8). His inner being is an eternal exchange of love between Father, Son and Spirit.

 
	
	Announcement.
♪ Congratulations for our graduates! We wish the best luck for them and let us pray to our lord.
♪ Summer break starts today. Have a safe and fun break. We hope to see all of you in Fall and share the stories of the Summer.
News
Pope: Saying 'Yes' to God Brings True Freedom
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VATICAN CITY (Asia News) - True, maximum freedom does not mean saying No. It means saying yes, opening up and conforming one’s will to that of God. This is the lesson inspired by the example of Saint Maximus, one of the great Fathers of the Eastern Church, whose figure Benedict XVI presented today. Wearing a wide-brimmed red hat, the Holy Father spoke to a crowd of 30,000 faithful who gathered in St Peter’s Square despite the hot sun and sweltering heat, with multicolour hats and umbrellas protecting them from the sun’s rays. Born in Palestine in 580 AD Maximus began a life of monasticism and scriptural studies. From Jerusalem he moved to Constantinople then Africa where he distinguished himself by his steadfast defence of orthodoxy and Jesus’ humanity against those who claimed that in Him there was only divine will. Discussing the life of Maximus the Confessor Benedict XVI said that he was called to Rome by Pope Martin I who had convened a Council at the Lateran Basilica to defend Christ’s will. For that reason he was sentenced to death by the emperor. Still Maximus kept arguing that it was not possible to claim that there was only one will in Jesus. In the end though and despite his age—he was 82-years-old—the imperial tribunal sentenced him to have his tongue cut out and his right hand chopped off. He died, in exile, in 662 AD. 

 
























