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	Liturgy 4th Sunday of Lent
Reading 1

Samuel 16:1.6-7.10-13
Reading II

Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel

John 9:1-41
We are going through Lent with Jesus. Lent, in most Christian denominations, is the forty-day liturgical season of fasting and prayer before Easter.  The forty days represent the time Jesus spent in the desert, where, according to the Bible, he endured temptation by Satan. 

The purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer—through prayer, penitence, almsgiving and self-denial—for the annual commemoration during Holy Week of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, which recalls the events linked to the Passion of Christ and culminates in Easter, the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

In Western Christianity, but with the exception of the Archdiocese of Milan which follows the Ambrosian Rite, Lent lasts from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday. The six Sundays in Lent are not counted among the forty days because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter", a celebration of Jesus' victory over sin and death. 

In those churches which follow the Byzantine tradition (e.g. Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholics), the forty days of Lent are calculated differently: the fast begins on Clean Monday.
Catechism    http://www.catholicity.com/catechism/prologue.html
Mary - The Purest Realization
By the "obedience of faith" Mary welcomed the angel and gave her consent: "Let it be done to me according to your Word" (Lk 1:37-38). Elizabeth praised her for believing that "The Word spoken to you would be fulfilled" (1:45). Because of her faith, Mary is blessed by all generations to come (1:48). Because Mary's faith never wavered, the Church venerates her as the purest realization of faith.

	
	Announcement
♪ Every Friday night there is a special gathering before Mass. Many church members come, walk and suffer with Jesus through “The Stations of the Cross.” Please participate this special event to realize the real meaning of the Lent and implant the TRUE LOVE of Jesus.

♪ There are many new faces in the school. Please help them to settle well.
♪ Come and register for our school website. There are tons of pictures and more. (http://club.catholic.or.kr/longislandss)
News
Lenten Commentary: Jesus as Religion and Relationship              By Randy Sly
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WASHINGTON – Christianity is essentially a relationship that we establish as sinners-saved-by-grace with the Living God. We have a personal relationship with the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. While Protestants talk about the importance of a personal relationship, this is something very close to the heart of every Catholic. 
We are joined with Christ, His suffering, death, and resurrection in our baptism. We encounter Him fully and completely in the Eucharist. Through Him we call the First person of the Godhead “Father” and find the personal presence of the Holy Spirit working in us and through us. Our liturgy keeps us safe from merely studying the principles of Faith. It calls upon us to address God Himself in our worship – confessing to Him, praying to Him, listening to Him, and communing with Him. If, during Lent, we again can just be reminded that we are in a personal relationship with the Triune God, how good that will be. If we can bring back to our worldview the reality that God is with us all day every day, our lives will be changed. May we never lose sight of Him. When I encountered Christ I didn’t really know Him as I would later. I would learn the Christian religion. One thing I did know… once I was blind but now I see!
























