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	Liturgy 2nd Sunday of Lent
Reading 1

Genesis 12:1-4
Reading II

Timothy 1:8-10
Gospel

Matthew 17:1-9
Gospel    Matthew 17:1-9
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There in their presence he was transfigured: his face shone like the sun and his clothes became as dazzling as light. 3 And suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to them; they were talking with him. 4 Then Peter spoke to Jesus. 'Lord,' he said, 'it is wonderful for us to be here; if you want me to, I will make three shelters here, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.' 5 He was still speaking when suddenly a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and suddenly from the cloud there came a voice which said, 'This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.' 6 When they heard this, the disciples fell on their faces, overcome with fear. 7 But Jesus came up and touched them, saying, 'Stand up, do not be afraid.' 8 And when they raised their eyes they saw no one but Jesus. 9 As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them this order, 'Tell no one about this vision until the Son of man has risen from the dead.'
Catechism    http://www.catholicity.com/catechism/prologue.html
Abraham 
Abraham went as a pilgrim to a strange land, even when he did not know where he was going. After his wife Sarah conceived by faith, Abraham was willing in faith to sacrifice his son, Isaac (Heb 11:17). 

Being "strong in faith" Abraham became the "father of all who believe" (Rom 4:11).

Jesus - The Perfecter
Although Hebrews praises the many Old Testament persons who "received divine approval," the author says that "something better" awaits us, namely, Jesus the "perfecter of our faith" (Heb 12:2).


	
	Announcement
♪ Sunday school is on the ski trip. Let’s pray for the safe trip for all the participants.

♪ There are many new faces in the school. Please help them to settle well.
♪ Come and register for our school website. There are tons of pictures and more. (http://club.catholic.or.kr/longislandss)
News
Catholic Priest was to be jailed for Praying in Algeria; sentence commuted to parole

2/15/2008

ROME (Zenit) - A Catholic priest was sentenced by the tribunal of Oran, a city in northwestern Algeria, to a year in prison for having “directed a religious ceremony in a place which has not been recognized by the government.” Father Pierre Wallez is the first victim of legislation approved in March 2006 regarding the exercise of the practices of non Muslim worship, in this North African country of 33 million residents, 99% of whom are Muslim. Speaking Saturday on Vatican Radio, Archbishop Henri Teissier of Alger, explained that “the most surprising thing is that the conviction was issued simply because the priest visited a group of Christians in Cameroon. He had not celebrated Mass, but was only joining them in a prayer. It was Dec. 29, a little after Christmas." 
In Algeria, Islam is the state religion, and freedom of worship is purportedly guaranteed by the constitution. The new law on worship sought above all to control clandestine evangelical proselytizing groups, which Archbishop Tessier said, “have made something of a racket because of the conversion of some of the faithful.” The law, composed of 17 articles, prohibits the exercise of non-Islamic worship outside buildings approved by authorities. An article allows for fines and prison for anyone "who changes the original function of places of worship” or “incites, coerces, or uses persuasive means to oblige a Muslim to embrace another religion.” The same penalties are also applied to those who “produce, store, or distribute publications or audio or video material or other means oriented toward undermining faith in Islam.”


























