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	Liturgy 4th  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1

Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
Reading II

Corinthians 1:26-31
Gospel

Matthew 5:1-12
While Humankind has achieved so much during the last few decades, people suffered with an identify crisis, loss of humanity, and the Christian sense. God has designed human beings as his coworkers. He gave us the raw material to mold it for our own and our neighbor’s benefit. So, we humbly give thanks and praise to God, whenever we achieve something, for our talents to achieve and for his help, whether we are materially poor or not. Today’s Gospel also teaches that the lowly and the poor in spirit should understand and enjoy being a Christian.

Gospel    Matthew 5:1-12
1 Seeing the crowds, he went onto the mountain. And when he was seated his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 3 How blessed are the poor in spirit: the kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 Blessed are the gentle: they shall have the earth as inheritance. 5 Blessed are those who mourn: they shall be comforted. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for uprightness: they shall have their fill. 7 Blessed are the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart: they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognised as children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of uprightness: the kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 'Blessed are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven; this is how they persecuted the prophets before you.
Catechism    http://www.catholicity.com/catechism/prologue.html
Life in God's Word
Everyone must have access to the Bible. The Word of God must be the soul of theology (in all its forms) and of the ministry of the Word. Especially, the homily must be nourished by Scripture. By reading Scripture, the faithful learn the "surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ." "Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ" (St. Jerome).


	
	Announcement
♪ There are many new faces in the school. Please help them to settle well.
♪ Come and register for our school website. There are tons of pictures and more. (http://club.catholic.or.kr/longislandss)
News
Pope Addresses In-Vitro Fertilization and anti-life procedures   By John-Henry Westen
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Addressing a plenary session of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith this morning, Pope Benedict XVI asked the Congregation to focus on "the difficult and complex problems of bioethics". 
In his remarks he explained the Church's prohibition on artificial procreation. Artificial procreation, such as in vitro fertilization, he said, has given rise to "new problems," such as "the freezing of human embryos, embryonal reduction, pre-implantation diagnosis, stem cell research and attempts at human cloning". All these, he said, "clearly show how, with artificial insemination outside the body, the barrier protecting human dignity has been broken." 
The Pope added: "When human beings in the weakest and most defenceless stage of their existence are selected, abandoned, killed or used as pure 'biological matter', how can it be denied that they are no longer being treated as 'someone' but as 'something', thus placing the very concept of human dignity in doubt".  In his remarks the Pope stressed that the Church "cannot and should not intervene on every scientific innovation." However, he said, "it has the task of reiterating the great values at stake, and providing the faithful, and all men and women of good will, with ethical-moral principals and guidelines for these new and important questions."
























