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	Liturgy Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Reading 1

Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7
Reading II

Acts 10:34-38
Gospel

Matthew 3:13-17
Today concludes the Christmas season and Ordinary time begins tomorrow. The season ends with the Baptism of Jesus who we think do not need to be baptized. The son of God had to be baptized to fulfill his ministry according to God’s plan. We are called to his church to serve and like Jesus by Baptism as well. Before we enter Ordinary time, it is good idea to think how we should live as daughters and sons of God remembering how Jesus lived for others.
Catechism    http://www.catholicity.com/catechism/prologue.html
Three Criteria
Scripture must be interpreted in light of the Spirit who wrote the Scriptures. Correct interpretation requires that the reader:

1. Be attentive to the "content and unity of the whole Scripture." God's plan (in the Old and New Testament) has a unity in Christ. "Sacred Scripture, like the ‘heart of Christ' was closed before the Passion. Since the Passion, the Scriptures have been opened" (St. Thomas Aquinas). 

2. Read the Scriptures within the Church's living Tradition. "According to the spiritual meaning which the Spirit grants to the Church" (Origin). 

3. Apply the "analogy of faith" (the coherence of all truths among themselves and within God's plan). 

Three Spiritual Senses
Scripture has both a literal sense (the words themselves) and three different spiritual senses:

1. Allegorical sense - Recognizing events in the light of Christ (the parting of the Red Sea) as a sign of Baptism 

2. Moral sense - Using as a help to act justly 


	
	3. Anagogical sense - Seeing the truths in light of eternal happiness 

All interpretation is subject to the Church and exegetes must help the Church form a firmer judgment. "I believe in the Gospel because of the authority of the Church" (St. Augustine).
Announcement
♪ The collection of the fee for the ski trip has not been completed last week. Please get advised that the due date will be extended for another week.  
♪ Come and register for our school website. There are tons of pictures and more. (http://club.catholic.or.kr/longislandss)
♪ Many people noticed and mentioned the improvement on your participation in Mass and appreciate your efforts; but we have room to improve. Please pray along with adults in either Korean or English.
News
Religious leaders reflect on resolutions

 Some people have already tried and failed to keep a New Year’s resolution. But that’s OK, according to some religious leaders. It’s not necessary to wait until Jan. 1 rolls around again to give it another try. Catholics can commit to personal change or spiritual renewal throughout the year. Some may find more support and success in keeping their resolutions during the Lenten season or under the guidance of a spiritual director. 
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Sr. Colleen Braun, CSA, chaplain at the All Saints Newman Center in Tempe, takes time to reflect on her resolutions. She doesn’t make them in January though. She said the secular media frequently pokes fun at how they’re often short-lived, so she waits until Lent. 
























